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Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion 
 

April 2, 2023 
 

2500 Arbeiter Rd., Joliet, IL 60431 
Phone: (815) 609-8077      Email: office@sfxjoliet.org      Website: sfxjoliet.org 

Emergency Phone: (815) 669-7752      Pastor: Fr. Karl Langsdorf, frkarl@sfxjoliet.org 
  

Weekend Masses 
Saturday Vigil 

4:30pm - Church / Live-streamed & Broadcasted in the Parking Lot 
Sunday 

8:30am - Church / Broadcasted in the Parking Lot 
10:00am - Church / Broadcasted in the Parking Lot 

Weekend Masses can be viewed on the parish's YouTube channel @SFXjoliet 
 https://www.youtube.com/@SFXjoliet 

  
Weekday Masses 

Monday: 9:15am      Tuesday: 9:15am      Wednesday: 6:30pm 
Thursday: 9:15am      Friday: 9:15am 

  
Eucharistic Adoration 

Wednesday: 6:00-6:30pm      Thursday: 9:45-10:15am 
  

Confession 
Saturday: 3:30-4:15pm      Wednesday: 6:00-6:30pm 

After the 9:15am Mass on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday 
By Appointment 

  
Office Hours 

Monday & Friday     9:00am - 12:00pm 



A Message from Our Pastor 
 

 
 

Lent is coming to an end. As I age Lent seems to get shorter every year, and many of the things I planned to do get 
forgotten. One thing I never forget and always cherish are the liturgies of Holy Week. In the past they were often nearly 
private affairs with very little community participation. Thankfully, that has changed. If you are able to do so, it is 
important to try to participate. 

They are the key moments of salvation.  We proclaim Christ has died, Christ is Risen, Christ will come again. We gather 
with Jesus in the upper room to begin a salvific journey. Jesus leaves a gift for us to be shared for all time - His body and 
His blood. In John, Chapter 6, we are told people walked away because he told them that “unless they ate His body and 
drank His blood you cannot have life in me”. Sadly, that is still the case today. Many see the Eucharist as some sort of 
symbol but not real. 

The gospels challenge us to believe that Jesus is really and truly present in the Eucharist. That is the belief since the last 
supper. We must pray like St. Philip Neri, “Lord I believe, help thou my unbelief.” 

Good Friday, Jesus dies on the cross after unbelievable suffering and cruelty. Once again humanity’s inhumanity is on 
display. Most of His followers run away. Darkness and despair. “Into your hands I commend my Spirit”. It’s a time for 
reflection and prayer. 

Easter Day the unexpected: an empty tomb. Belief and unbelief and the challenge put forth, “Go into the whole world 
and proclaim the gospel to every creature. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever does not believe 
will be condemned”. We still have the belief as we welcome new believers and first communicants. We still have the 
unbelief and the challenge to go out to the whole world. Yes, Lord I believe; help thou my unbelief. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Please pray for ~ 

Lucas Arseneau 
Mildred Balogh 

Mary Bruce 
Mike Cannon 

Larry Formella 
Pat Gierich 

Darlene Janulis 
Marion Kogut 

Pamela Mazzone 

Tara McDonald 
Jim O'Brien 

Mike Piwowar 
Tom Sagenbrecht 

Scott Schwartz 
Chester Sobczak 

James Talley 
Delores Wagner 

Pat Yuretich 

Mass Intentions 

  
Saturday, April 1st 

4:30pm   Marita Szyszka 
  

Sunday, April 2nd 
8:30am     David Willett 

10:00am    SFX Parishioners 
  

Monday, April 3rd 
9:15am    John Robert Kish 

  
Tuesday, April 4th 

9:15am    Peggy Kokaska 
  

Wednesday, April 5th 
6:30pm   Intention of the Celebrant 

  
Thursday, April 6th 

7:00pm    Intention of the Celebrant 
  

Friday, April 7th 
  

Saturday, April 8th 
7:30pm   Intention of the Celebrant 

  
Sunday, April 9th 

8:30am  Eva Raymond 
10:30am    SFX Parishioners 



 

Lent 2023 

  
   We often describe the Season of Lent as ‘a Journey’ and we may travel along with 
companions to help navigate the joys and challenges we encounter along the way. 
This Lent, we journey together as a parish community and family of faith. 
   This Lent, we offer you several resources you may wish to use as you reflect upon 
in your private prayer and devotion. We will pray with you each week in our 
bulletin and on the parish website by offering you daily reflections and scriptures to 
follow, prepared from the booklet entitled, Lent 2023, MAKE ROOM FOR 
LENT by Joe Sica. This booklet is so very well written and gently invites the reader 
to daily reflect during this season of reflection and spiritual renewal. (Copies of this 
booklet are available for you in the narthex…free will donations are greatly 
appreciated.) 

   Travel well, May the Holy Spirit watch over us all during this holy season, let us 
continue to pray for one another. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

April 2 – Palm Sunday 
Matthew 21:1-11 * Isaiah 50:4-7 * Philippians 2:6-11 
Matthew 26:14-27:66 
  
Go with the Flow! 

“So you could not stay awake with me for even an hour?” 
Matthew 26:40 

  
Work for the Soul – Give yourself some slack time in your routine. If you plan 
everything down to the minute, things will be delayed when the unexpected 
happens. But if everything flows smoothly, you can use that slack time to be 
productive and creative. 
  
Words from the Heart – Dear God, help me not to cry because today is over. 
Instead, help me to smile because it happened. Amen. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

April 3 – Monday of Holy Week 
Isaiah 42:1-7 * John 12:1-11 
  
Unload Your Stuff 
  



“Mary took expensive perfume, she poured it on Jesus’ feet 
and wiped his feet with her hair.” 

John 12:3 
  

Work for the Soul – What would you salvage today if you only had a few 
moments to gather your things? You will learn a great deal about yourself doing 
this exercise. 
  
Words from the Heart – Dear God, sometimes my stiff holds me back from 
looking deeply into what is important in my life.  I’m going to take stock, downsize, 
and simplify things. Amen. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

April 4 – Tuesday of Holy Week 
Isaiah 49:1-6 * John 13:21-33, 36-38 
  
The Deepest Hurt of All 
  

“I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me.” 
John 13:21 

  
Works for the Soul – Resentment and bitterness are hard to let go of. Sometimes, a 
statement of intent is necessary: “In the name of God, I hereby forgive you for 
betraying me.” Say this out loud, sincerely, several times a day. 
  
Words from the Heart – Dear God, help me to never forget that trust takes years 
to build, but only a second to break. Amen. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

April 5 – Wednesday of Holy Week 
Isaiah50:4-9A * Matthew 26:14-25 
  

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? 
  

“The Teacher says; 
“My appointed time is near. I am going to 

celebrate Passover with my disciples.’” 
Matthew 26:18 

  
Work for the Soul – Create family placemats. For them, ask your children to draw 
a picture of the favorite part of their day. Older children may want to add puzzles or 



trivia they have learned. Adults may want to include birthdays or inspirational 
quotes or prayers.  During dinner, allow everyone a chance to share his or her 
placement. 
  
Words from the Heart – Dear God, dinners are more than just sharing food. 
They’re times to help us get to know each other. We will always cherish our family 
mealtimes together. Amen. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

April 6 – Holy Thursday 
Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14 * 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 * John 13:1-15 
  
Be an Encourager 
  

“I have set you an example that you 
should do as I have done for you.” 

John 13:15 
  

Work for the Soul – You have been blessed with at least one gift that you can 
share with others. If it’s music, go to a nursing home and entertain those with lonely 
hearts. If it’s physical strength, offer to help your elderly neighbor with her yard. If 
it’s cooking, make a spaghetti dinner for someone who is going through a tough 
time. 
Words from the Heart – Dear God, I want to encourage other and provide them 
with a shoulder to lean on. I want those who are struggling to feel special and 
cared for. Amen. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
April 7 – Good Friday 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 * Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 * John 18:1-19:42 
  
The Time to Live Is Now 
  

“Jesus said: ‘It is finished.’ 
Then he bowed his head and died.” 

John 19:30 
  

Work for the Soul – Visit family and/or friends at their final resting place at a 
cemetery. Share their life stories with others and tell of their goodness and how they 
helped to make this world a better place. 



  
Words from the Heart – Dear God, my life is a gift from you. Thank you. Amen. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

April 8 – Easter Vigil 
Genesis 1:1-2:2 * Genesis 22:1-18 * Exodus 14:15-15:1 * 
Isaiah54:5-14 * Isaiah 55:1-11 * Baruch 3:9-15, 32-4:4 * 
Ezekiel 36:16-17A, 18-28 * Romans 6:3-11 * Matthew 28:1-10 
  
Do Not Be Afraid 

  

“The angel said to the woman, 
‘Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, 

who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen.’” 
Matthew 28:5-6 

  
Work for the Soul – Take whatever steps you can to change the circumstances that 
cause your fear. If you’re afraid of being alone, reach out to others and help meet 
some of their needs. When you sense your heart filling with fear, ask yourself, 
“What is causing this feeling?” Pinpoint the source and them try to deal with those 
issues. 
Words from the Heart – Dear God, may your words: “Do not be afraid” ring in 
my heart always. Amen. 
 

 

 
 
 
 



Knights Corner 
 

• Fish Fry 3/31 

• Pancake breakfast 4/2 

• Blood Drive 4/16 
 
 



 
USF Welcomes International Speaker Br. Michael Perry for Sustainability Presentation 

  
Joliet, Ill. – The University of St. Francis (USF) welcomes international speaker Br. Michael Perry, OFM, for a 
special one-hour sustainability presentation to the community on Tuesday, April 25, beginning at 7 p.m. The 
presentation, Addressing Sustainability: Becoming Partners with Creation for the Sake of the Poor and the 
Planet, will take place in the Moes/Presidents Room in Tower Hall on USF’s main campus, which is located at 
500 Wilcox Street in Joliet. Virtual access through Zoom will also be offered. 
  
“Pope Francis told me the only way forward for humanity is for people to abandon the temptation to exercise 
control over land and peoples and to pursue the path of holiness, the path of becoming saints. That path, said the 
Pope, that journey, is made by seeking sincere human friendship, fraternity and solidarity. I suggested this is 
what it [means] to becoming ‘Saints.’ The Pope told me this is a very good thing to do,” Perry said. The 
presentation is being made possible through the Catholic Franciscan Charism Council and Sustainability 
Committee efforts, free of charge. 
  
RSVP for the event (both in-person and virtual) no later than April 20th by contacting Arlene Finkle at 815-
740-3398 or afinkle@stfrancis.edu. 
  
About Br. Michael Perry, OFM 
  
Brother Michael Anthony Perry, OFM, is a Midwestern American Franciscan friar who from 2013-21, served as 
General Minister of the Order of Friars Minor, the 120th successor of St. Francis of Assisi. Currently, he is the 
Franciscan Scholar in Residence and Director of the Laudato Si’ Center for Integral Ecology at Siena College in 
New York. Perry also worked at the International Office of Justice and Peace at the United States Conference of 
Bishops and at Catholic Relief Services, and at Franciscans International, which works on human rights, 
poverty, peace, and integral ecology at the United Nations.  For ten years, Perry also worked in the manner of 
St. Francis as a missionary in the Democratic Republic of Congo. He also taught cultural theology and global 
Catholicism at Washington Theological Union in Washington. 
 
 

St. Patrick Fathers Grand Raffle 

St. Patrick Fathers are hosting their annual Dinner Dance Sunday, April 23rd; an early bird drawing (Two prizes 
of $5000) will be held that evening for the Grand Raffle. The main draw for the Grand Raffle will take place on 
June 10th.  The grand prize is $10,000; 6 prizes of $5,000; & 3 prizes of $1,000. Grand Raffle Tickets are $100 
this year and available for purchase through Fr. Karl. If interested, Dinner Dance tickets are also available for 
$65. 

Please see Fr. Karl after masses or contact the office by phone: (815) 609-8077 / email: office@sfxjoliet.org for 
more details on purchasing Grand Raffle tickets. 



Catholic 
Ministries 

Annual Appeal 
2023 

If you have already pledged your support to the Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA), thank you! If we all participate, 
we can meet our parish’s CMAA goal of $35,200. Each and every gift, large or small, makes a difference. 

If you still need to make your gift, please prayerfully reflect on how you can best support the CMAA this year and ensure 
all in our diocese know that we belong to God. There are many options for giving, from pledging to monthly recurring 
gifts. Pledge envelopes are still available in the church, or you can return the pledge card you received in the mail from 
the diocese or make a gift online at jolietdioceseappeal.org. 

Remember, if we raise more than our goal, the diocese will return to us 70 percent of the amount over goal. This is an 
amazing opportunity for our parish. 

 
 

 



 
**Additional Diocesan Events & Information can be 

found further down in the bulletin.** 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our Sunday Offering 

Contributions Received  3/13/23 - 3/19/23 

  
Mass Collection 

Sunday Offering     $3,767.00 
Blue Envelope     $510.00 
Easter Flowers     $95.00 

Catholic Relief Services     $382.00 
  

Online Giving 
Sunday Offering     $2,942.00 

Blue Envelope     $40.00 
Easter Flower     $25.00 

Catholic Relief Services     $25.00 
  

Thank you for your generosity! 

  
For your heart will always be where your riches are. 

Matthew 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

If you are interested in giving to our parish through our parish online giving website, go to: 
https://osvhub.com/st-francis-xavier/funds 

  
Donations to second collections can also be made through 

the online giving website. 
If you have any questions about the online giving process, please call the parish office or send an email 

to finance@sfxjoliet.org. 
RaiseRight Gift Card Program Earnings (7/1/22-3/26/23): $1,216.34 

2023 CMAA Donations Received by the Parish: $1,455.00 
2023 CMAA Rebate Received by the Parish: $0.00 

 
 

Available Positions Throughout the Diocese 
 

2023 Summer Internship - Diocese of Joliet, Crest Hill 
 

For additional information, please click on this Diocese of Joliet Employment Opportunities webpage. 
 



 
 
 

Content 
 

 


